SYNOPSIS A report is given on results obtained in the examination of desiccated coconut from Ceylon and the Philippines using two or three media in parallel, the aim being to investigate the efficacy of the enrichment medium introduced by Rappaport, Konforti, and Navon (1956). Although the claims of Rappaport et al. related only to examination of faeces the Rappaport enrichment medium has been found to give higher recovery rates of salmonella from desiccated coconut than the selenite and tetrathionate media. The differences are so striking as to justify an expansion of this work.
In a report on the diarrhoeal diseases of England and Wales, Joan Taylor (1960) claims that the salmonella carrier rate in the general population in England is 0-29% and Cockburn and Vernon (1961) state that salmonellae were responsible for 61 % of the 6,428 cases of food poisoning occurring in Britain in 1960. It is probable, however, that this is a significant underestimate of the true seriousness of the problem. Newell (1959) considers that at present no country in the world can be said to possess either a reasonable picture of the occurrence of this disease within its borders or an organization which has brought it under control. The problem is particularly grave in the developing tropical countries.
It is not difficult to find reasons for the failure accurately to assess the incidence of salmonellosis. With rare exceptions the salmonellae are enteric pathogens, present in the faeces in relatively small numbers amidst great numbers of non-pathogens of close cultural characteristics. In any attempt to identify the few salmonellae the difficulty is to prevent, on the one hand, overgrowth of them by non-pathogens and, on the other hand. to prevent inhibition of salmonella growth by using a too-selective medium aimed at suppressing non-pathogens.
Many media have been introduced for the purpose of allowing growth of salmonellae and at the same time inhibitingthat ofnon-pathogenic enteric bacteria. Through the years the selenite enrichment medium of Leifson (1936) and the tetrathionate broth of Muller (1923) , modified by Kauffmann (1930 Kauffmann ( , 1935 , Received for publication 3 May 1963. became widely accepted as a reliable combination for the routine isolation of salmonellae from faeces. Important modifications include the modified selenite broth of Hobbs and Allison (1945) and the modified tetrathionate of Knox, Gell, and Pollock (1942) , of Rolfe (1946 ), of Preuss (1949 , of Hajna and Damon (1956) , and of Lang (1960) .
Selenite and tetrathionate media have been widely used for the isolation of salmonellae from egg products, dried milk, poultry food, fish meal, fertilizers, mesenteric glands, sewage, sewer swabs, both with and without modification, depending on the material being examined. North and Bartram (1953) found that the addition of cystine to selenite broth gave improved recoveries with certain egg products, a finding confirmed by Taylor, Silliker, and Andrews (1958) . Other suggested modifications of the media for use with foodstuffs include the selenite-brilliant green broth of Stokes and Osborne (1955) and the selenite-sulphapyridine-brilliant green broth introduced by the same authors. Similarly, in the examination of dried foodstuffs, North (1961) used pre-enrichment in lactose broth before enriching in selenite cystine broth and in tetrathionate. On occasion also the pH of the material under test may necessitate modifications of technique, as in the isolation of salmonellae from fertilizers containing superphosphate (Dixon and Wilson, 1960) .
In this question of foodstuffs contaminated by salmonellae, desiccated coconut is of much importance. In 1953, in Australia, Kovacs (1953) (1959) was able also to isolate salmonellae, including Salm. paratyphi B, from nine out of 35 samples of Ceylon coconut and there is increasing awareness that desiccated coconut both from Ceylon and from the Philippines is often infected with salmonellae. Galbraith, Hobbs, Smith, and Tomlinson (1960) reported that they were able to recover salmonellae from 9-0% of 851 samples of desiccated Ceylon coconut: these authors used two 20 to 25 g. samples from each batch, with one of the samples added to 100 ml. of nutrient broth and the other added to 100 ml. of single-strength selenite medium. After overnight incubation at 37°C. the bags each showed two of the six samples to be contaminated with salmonellae, and the remaining six samples from each of the last two bags were all again found to be free from salmonellae. Conversely, bags earlier found positive for salmonellae were negative on re-checking.
In view of the unsatisfactory results obtained by selenite enrichment, we began an investigation into the use of other enrichment media in the course of which we tested the Rappaport medium. Rappaport et al. (1956) claim that their medium permits unrestricted development of salmonella yet inhibits the growth of coliform bacteria, due to the contained 4% magnesium chloride and the 0-012% malachite green.
We cannot trace any record of Rappaport enrichment being applied to material other than faeces, and following a short series of experimental trials on desiccated coconut, this method of enrichment was tested alongside our usual enrichment procedures: the results obtained seemed so promising as to justify publication.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
A total of 1,169 samples of Ceylon coconut taken at random from about 12,000 bags, and 416 samples of Philippine coconut from approximately 4,000 bags, were examined during 1960/61. Comparative tests using Rappaport medium (Rappaport et al., 1956) 
RESULTS
The findings are set out in Tables I to III. S. weltevreden (6), S. bareilly (18), S. senftenberg (9), S.ferlac (26), S. angoda (9), S. newport (7), S. nchanga (2), S. chester (1), S. butantan (1), S. muenster (1), S. chingola (4), S. oranienburg (1), S. braenderup (1), S. san diego (1), S. solna (3), S. tennessee (2), S. Group B unidentified (2).
In addition Salmonella senftenberg (96) and Salmonella lexington (1) The numbers in 757 specimens. Semple et al., from a series of speci-,trains recovered mens six times larger than ours, identified a total of 36 serotypes compared with our total of 25 serotypes, n (12), S. thomp-and it is of particular interest to note that although 2), S. hvittingfoss the Semple series was larger than ours, we recovered chittagong (17), the same number of Salm. paratyphi B.
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